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Water - Blue 7k (#5£) Oil on canvas A a3 170cm x 300cm, 2016 (detall, J&358)
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Water NO. 2 k& NO.2, Oil on canvas 7ji %, 250 cm x 280 cm, 2016

e[S R [a1ige e [Ule1 1 (o] a Wrzay N = T 3
N RS S A I o = Ll TR 4
RSN (U RS TS SR 12 ey 6
CUIMICUIUM V88 2 R ] T vttt ettt ettt ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e e e eaaas 16
Gallery CONACTS T ZR I HR et eeeeriettiee e e e e et ettt e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e et et et e e e e e e e e s ae it e e e e e eeaesee et e e e e eeeaesseaaataaas 19



ARTIST INTRODUCTION # R Z &/

Zhang Zhenxue (5k#E%%), born 1982 in
Heilongjiang, graduated with a Master Degree in
Oil Painting from the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute
in 2011. His works have been featured in a
range of group exhibitions including Diagonal —
Construct a New Context (Joy Art Gallery,
Beijing), Shanghai Youth Biennial (China Art
Palace, Shanghai), John Moores New Painting
Prize Exhibition (Shanghai Gallery of Art,
Shanghai). Mixing realism and romanticism,
abstraction and expressionism, Chongqing-
Sichuan-based Zhang Zhenxue renders his
recurring motif in thick layers of oil on canvas
and rhythmic brushstrokes on paper.

A

The artists earlier works engulf the viewers in
the grandeur of splendid interiors decorated
with chandeliers and grand staircases, while his
later works are inviting to enter a peaceful,
meditative realm of flowing waters. The
monumentality and symmetrically so vividly
observed in Zhang Zhenxue’s early stage of art
practice, give place to fluidity, movement and
self-reflection in his newest series.
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NEW SERIES #/E 5L 27

Castle }ii 1, Stainless Steel, Enamel Paint,
ANFEE%,104.2 x 73.5 cm, 2019

The artists earlier series of works rendered in thick
layers of oil an rhythmic brushstrokes on paper gave
place to intricately cut figurations in stainless steel
and enamel paint.

Monumentality and symmetrically of his splendid
interiors with chandeliers and grand staircases,

fluidity and movement of peaceful meditative scenes
of flowing waters so vividly observed in Zhang
Zhenxue's early stages, are now replaced by
emotional and dramatic expressions in stainless
steel. Zhang Zhenxue's new series of works deal
with profound emotions invoked by the feeling of
love toward a family member, friends, partners.



NEW SERIES #/E 5L 27

Embarrassed R,
Stainless Steel, Enamel Paint
AN IR

78.4 x 68 cm, 2019

Rescue fi#$4,

Stainless Steel, Enamel Paint
ARG

79.4 x 70 cm, 2019
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The Self ' )
Stainless Steel, Enamel Paint
MR
87.3 x 58,6 cm, 2019
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The Texture of Water 4 7K [N S 4, Oil on canvas #ifiiihmE, 150 cm x 250 cm, 2017

The artist continues to work with impasto paint
layering on canvas, but by brushing off the top
layer of the paint, he smoothes the texture of the
paintings and reveals unique patterns on canvas,
that seemingly flow into one another, creating an
impression of continuos and enigmatic water flow.
Without giving a realistic sense of perspective, the
artist lets the viewer decide whether he or she is
underwater looking through its thick layers, or

gazing at its surface from the bird eye view while
the water reflects the vanilla sunset skies.

With repetitive vertical and horizontal
brushstrokes, circular swirls and dabs of color, the
artist manages to capture the lively nature of
water, whether it flickers like glitter under the light,
curves gently and quietly in the lake or splashes
sharply on the rocky grounds in the brooks, or
bubbles in the whirlpools.



THE TEXTURE OF WATER SERIES /K203 £ %)

The Texture of Water 5 7K 203 5
Qil on canvas A H I, 35 x 45cm, 2017
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The Texture of Water 8 7K [4£r ¥ 8
Qil on canvas A H I, 35 x 45cm, 2017

The Texture of Water 7 /K [{J£y e 7
QOil on canvas A7 @i, 35 x 45cm, 2017
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The Texture of Water 16 /K [1)£(H 16, Oil on canvas fiH 3%, 160 x 125 cm, 2017
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Artist on his work

“In fact, words cannot describe a picture accurately, just as a picture cannot depict the
reality truthfully. | painted water, but | didn’t intend to portray the “reality” of water on
canvas. Wherive look closely, even a tiny fragment of the external world is extremely

~ complex. We can only see a miniscule part of what we are interested in from the hint the
the universe revealed. | observe water, its flow sparkles with radiance, it is dazzling, it

makes you feel a little giddy. Its surging morphology and changeable organizational-

structure are fascinating; it enchants people as if some kind of spell or shaman’s magic.

But as long as you look carefully enough, you can see enough.
I've observed water as close as possible in order to express its nature, but nevertheless_
I've onLy managed to reflect one facet of its nature

Zhang Zhenxue
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Thg;l'gxture of Water 12 7K FY4FE 12, Qil on canvas A . 120 x 100 cm, 2017
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WATER SERIES 7J(2%§J

Water - Red /K (41.45) Oil on canvas T [Hiji%, 145 cm x 300 cm, 2017

“The process of painting, for me, is one of ongoing ‘destruction’ and ‘reconstruction’. First, | tend to
impulsively and spontaneously outline an image and then apply thick brushes, dipped in paint, to
spread an even layer over the canvas in order. By doing this repeatedly, the work goes untamed
every now and again. | get really excited as the paint gradually fills the surface, taking its shape in a
way like some kind of unknown substance. This is similar to the lives we lead; our useless or
unwanted burdens come to be blotted out by layers of memories which thicken our minds at the
same time.”

-Zhang Zhenxue
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SELECTED WORKS - PREVIOUS SERIES Qﬁ;ﬁﬁ?nn ?JJ

Crystal Staircase /X fitk##, Oil on canvas, glass fi T 33, 145cm x 300cm, 2013

Earlier works of the Chongqging-based artist are
marked by increased involvement with materiality
rendered in thick layers of oil paint and
occasionally glass fragments. Inspired by the
cinema of '50s and particularly the cinema of one
of the giants of ltalian cinematography, Luchino
Visconti, the artist constructs his works around
the idea of décor and its function in the scenes.
The interiors filled with chandeliers, staircases and
marvelous princess beds evoke the baroqueness
of the atmosphere where theatricality is both
presented in motifs and heavy impasto strokes.
Thick impasto lines are an attempt to capture the
immaterial meaning of the works coupled with
strong material presence.
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SELECTED WORKS - PREVIOUS SERIES EL.HiE i 2251

Princess Bed - Violet {t.Jk-%: {45, Oil on canvas, glass Afi I {1 5%., 3 %5, 120 x 180 cm, 2013
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SELECTED WORKS - PREVIOUS SERIES EL.Hi4E i 2251

Princess Bed £ K

, Oil on canvas 77 [ i, 180 x 120 cm, 2012

“Chandeliers, beds, and staircases are some
of those particular motifs that exist in my works
for a time. When it comes to any effect of the
movies on my works, here | would like to
explain in a little more detail. In movie
watching, one is provided with multiple
perspectives, which consequently enables him
or her to be extraordinarily impressed on
something ordinary in life: beds, chandeliers,
and other common things may appear radiant
in their extra sense of role due to the shift of
perspective. Most chandeliers are gorgeously
adorned, and it seems that inside a bed or a
staircase, there lies another sort of time and
space for living. In my view, therefore, they
should be depicted and interpreted as serious
objects.”

-Zhang Zhenxue
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CURRICULUM VITAE ZARZ & i

1982
2006
2011
2014

2018
2013

2019
2018

2017

2016

2015

2014
2013
2012

2011

2010

Born in Heilongjiang Province, China

Graduated from Sichuan Institute of Fine Arts with a Bachelor Degree in Art Deco
Graduated from Sichuan Institute of Fine Arts with a Master Degree in Oil Painting
Master of Fine Arts, Mural Painting Department, China Central Academy of Fine Arts,
Beijing

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
Syllepsis and Narration: Zhang Zhenxue Solo Exhibition, OrganHaus, Chongaing
No Standpoint, 55 Gallery, Shanghai

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

Daily Life, The First Shanghai Young Artists Salon, Ke Art Museum, Shanghai

Rolling Snowball/9, Djupivogur, Iceland

Huang Yi Ping New Year Art Festival Chongging 102 Art Museum

In Between Days VI, Collection of the Gallery Artists, Art+ Shanghai Gallery,

Shanghai

CEAC Rolling Snowball 8, Xiamen

Resurrection of Reality, Dual Exhibition by Zhuang Hongyi and Zhang Zhenxue,

Art+ Shanghai Gallery, Shanghai

First Shenzhen Biennale for Contemporary Art, Shenzhen Textile Zone, ShenzhenJohn
Moores Painting Prize Winners’ (2010 — 2014) Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing
(Chongaing Art Museum, Macao Golden Light Convention & Exhibition Center, Shanghai
21st Century Minsheng Art Museum)

Apercevoir au loin I’'horizon, Museum of Asian Arts, Nice, France

Diagonal - Construct the New Context, JoyArt Gallery, Beijing

Growing—Shanghai Youth Biennial, China Art Palace, Shanghai

BOOM! 2012 CYAP EXHIBITION, International Exhibition Center, Beijing

Savour—The Cultural Experience of the Post-80s Artists in China, Art House, Singapore
Focus - Tank Loft Youth Art Series, Tank Loft - Contemporary Art Center, Chongging
Fresh Eyes’ 2011: Framework - Growing Inside out, He Xiangning Art Museum, Shenzhen
Paintings of Distinction: Huangjueping Group Exhibition, Blueroof Art Museum, Chengdu
Look at the Future - Special Invitational Exhibition of the Chengdu Biennale,

Wenxuan Art Museum, Chengdu

The 18th Annual Exhibition of Students from Oil Painting Department of Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute, CAEA Museum, Chongaing

The First New Star Art Festival, Chengdu, New International Convention & Exposition
Center, Chengdu

The 70th Anniversary of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute - Professors and Students Works
Exhibition, SAFA New Campus Artist Studios, Chongqing

2010 John Moores New Painting Prize Awarded Works Exhibition, Liverpool,

Walker Art Gallery

John Moores New Painting Prize 2010 (Awarded Artists), Shanghai Gallery of Art,
Shanghai

The 17th Annual Exhibition of Students from Oil Painting Department of Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute, CAEA Museum, Chongging

The First Round: Eight Graduate Students’ Work Exhibition, 108 Art Space, Chongging
Over Foul Line Art, Tank Loft - Chongqging Contemporary Art Center, Chongging

Red River Revolution: An Exhibition of Taiwan, Chongging, Kunming, and Chengdu
Contemporary Art, Honghe Prefectural Museum

Initial Offerings: Huangjueping Emerging Artists’ Work Exhibition, Chang’an
Contemporary Art Museum, Chongging
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CURRICULUM VITAE ZARZ & i

2009

2008

2007

Water Phase Practice 04 04, Oil on paper 53.5cm x 77cm

New Students, Stay Away From The Bubbles: Exhibition of Students in the
South West Art Academies, Chengdu, Blue Dreamland Gallery

We - Huangjueping Annual Art Exhibition, SAFA Sculpture Department,
Gallery & SAFA New Campus Student Art Museum, Chongging

The 6th Annual Exhibition of Graduate Students Work of SAFA,

Chongqing Art Museum, Chongaing

The Second Chongging Graduate Students Artworks Exhibition, Chongging
University Art Museum, Chongging

Graduate Students Artworks Exhibition, Southwest University Art School
Museum, Chongging

Soldier and the River: A Selection Exhibition of Emerging Artists in Southwest,
Blueroof Art Gallery, Chengdu

Dream Away: An Exploring Sketch Exhibition of Five People, SAFA Gallery,
Chongqing

The Second National Lacquer Painting Exhibition, Guangzhou Museum of
Art, Guangzhou

COLLECTION

White Rabbit Chinese Contemporary Art Collection Foundation, Sydney,
Australia
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
REGARDING THE ARTIST
HERTIARER

THHRAR 2R + i i

PLEASE CONTACT ART+ SHANGHAI GALLERY

Art+ Shanghai Gallery
SR+ EiFE R

191 South Suzhou Road
Huangpu District, Shanghai, China
20002

H ] b i BT DX R R M 1915

Tuesday — Sunday 10AM- 7PM
JA B R B0 G E BT 5

T: +86 21 6333 7223
contact@artplusshanghai.com
www.artplusshanghai.com

For sales inquiries:
WK :
inquiries@artplusshanghai.com

For press inquiries:

PR AG :
gallery@artplusshanghai.com

@ artplusshanghai
artplusshanghai_official
o @artplusshanghai
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