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Chen Linggang is a Beijing-based artist who was | Eﬁm
born in 1978 in Jilin Province, China, and J ﬁ
graduated in 2000 from the Environmental Art !ﬂ
Department (similar to Landscape Architecture) 1 o4
of the Jilin Forestry University (now Beihua
University). Although he never formally studied
painting, he began painting during his spare time
while working at contemporary art magazines
after college. Eventually he decided to focus on
art, and in 2008 began creating the form that has
become his artistic trademark - grid-like collages
of knotted and compressed paper. His textured
compositions on canvas play with our
understandings of heritage, language, and
reading, adding a tactile dimension to the written
word by using paper as the primary medium for
his contemporary works.
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Reading series [#E 25 180305, Mixed media E&M#, 120cmx120cm, 2018  (detail, BER )




SELECTED WORKS ZB 9 1E S

Rice paper (traditional xuanzhi paper used in
Chinese calligraphy), printed ephemera, and
pages from books, magazines, and
newspapers are crumpled, knotted,
compressed and wrapped around wooden
blocks or cylinders, before being adhered to
canvases in grid-like collages. Sometimes
painted with notable figures or fragments of
Tang Dynasty poetry, once crumpled and
adhered, the pages’ contents are no longer fully
legible or accessible. Utilizing paper and print,
two of China’s greatest ancient inventions that
revolutionized thought and culture, Chen
Linggang challenges the symbolic nature of
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Reading series [E3£Z %Il No. 180301, Mixed media on canvas FELEEMHEL, 120 x 120 cm, 2018

language by reconstructing it as a medium of
expression that does not rely on the written
word, and instead creates art in the space
between.
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Reading Series 170309, Mixed-media, 80 cm x 80 cm, 2017
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Reading Series No 180305, Mixed media, 120cm x 120cm, 2018
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Reading Series No 180305, Mixed media, 1720cm x 120cm, 2018  Reading series No 171203,Mixed media, 100cmx100cm, 2017
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Reading series [#1£ 25! No. 160305, Mixed media on canvas Reading series [#1£ 25! No. 160301, Mixed media on canvas
mELEME, 100 x 100 cm, 2016 HELEMEL, 100 x 100 cm, 2016
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v 1 3 Chen’s works come together like elaborate

Y B 5 tapestries, grids of orderly repetition that are

¥ ALt simple yet decoratively complex. The structure

' of his canvases offers a sense of repetition and

T 4 ‘ homogeneity in its rows and columns, which

53 ! . are sometimes sharply delineated with plastic

- - : or metal. Containing uncertainty in their

Lk -+ structured minimalism, Chen’s works are to be

» r T reflected upon and deciphered, perhaps with
: . each viewer reaching a different conclusion.

» v
r

N % 1o ne 8 : Tt PR RAIBTE IS E—ESROUABARNRERY, BiF.
TEL - ; : ESNNEMERNERET, EXEATLHITTE

- + +44 . A, ERENMETESEIEENS, KR

'y i - NEEmRIBEFRIRT —MIKR: BT UEREE

Reading series [8)i£ 25! No. 160303, Mixed media on canvas
RELZEMHE, 100 x 100 cm, 2016
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80 x80cm, 2017

i

AN
[}

1E 2751 No.171005,
REMR

a9
GiEl=IE:

r\ wﬂ-.i+f-:ﬂ

.c. .*Y_ sP vY lv“v e f\l

Reading series
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ENEZRTI No. 171002, Mixed media on canvas ThEIZEMEL,
80 x 80 cm, 2017

Reading series
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3 Reading series [FI2F5! No.171102,
{ Mixed media on canvas HHELZEEMHE,
7100 x100 cm, 2017



Reading series [E11E 25| No.171207, Mixed media on canvas TELZEMHE, 100 x100 cm, 2017
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ARTIST ON HIS WORK Z AR Bk

“My art is an explanation and exploration of history, reality, and
culture, but it also represents the issues and ideas that | encountered
in the course of these explorations. In turn, these issues and ideas
obscure my ability to truly discover history and culture, and this
uncertainty inspires the desire to find deeper meaning in history and
culture.”

- Chen Linggang
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Reading series FE 25\ 171202, Mixed media $3&#1#}, 100 cm x 100.cm, 2017

Chen Linggang began creating mixed media works of crumpled calligraphy/
paper on canvas in 2008. His works often borrowed from The Book of
Songs (154), also known as Classic of Poetry or Odes, the oldest existing
collection of classical Chinese poetry, comprised of 305 works dating to the
11th to 7th centuries BCE. The Airs of the States ([EX|) is a section dating
to the 8th to 7th century BCE with shorter lyrics in simple language that are
thought to derive from ancient folk songs and the voice of the common
people. The simple color schemes of Heritage Series reflect the simple,
understated nature of these poems, which often cover themes such as love
and courtship, farming and housework, and political satire.
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“These works are some of my earlier ones. The
text is from the poems in The Book of Songs . The
colors in the work are rather simple, matching the
style of The Book of Songs . Many of these early
works are from “The Airs of the States” section,
for example the poems Guang Ju, Jian Jia, Shu Li,
and so forth. However, as these poems are
scrunched and affixed to the face of the canvas,
the order is disrupted, and characters become
unrecognizable and their meaning unintelligible.”

- Chen Linggang
Heritage Series €4t 2511150502, Mixed media on

canvas TEILREMH, 100 x 100 cm, 2015 ‘iiztbflﬁﬁ%ﬂ—ltbﬁ’] YEE (iF2) Py
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THE OBSTACLES OF READING [Z)iE84f&15

“The first impression of Chen Linggang’s works is the existence of many small square grids, where
various ‘compressed’ rice paper and books are. It is too difficult to make out those characters and
content in the paper. The artist seems to create an ‘obstacle’ of interpretation deliberately, in other
words, he creates an invisible ‘obstacle’ between ‘readers’ and ‘cultural history’. We have been
unconsciously directed to another unique viewpoint of time and space when we interpret his works.
“The ‘obstacle’ of reading brings another angle to meditate on history and culture.... It drives us to
think actively, rather than accepting passively. His works make people rethink and reinterpret history
and culture, even question them with confusion! When people observe those pictures, they can feel
the fragments of history are flowing in the grid, and the cultural heritage is transforming. Suddenly
they are frozen into a historical moment - an unchangeable picture appears in front of us. Chen’s
works ask a question and create a way of thinking. It is a contradiction without any solution. It is an
‘obstacle’. However, it is also the charm of his works because this is an exploration of art itself!”

- Meizi
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CURRICULUM VITAE &[5

Born in Jilin Province, China
Graduated from the Environmental Art Department, Jilin Forest University

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

Chen Linggang on Reading and Writing, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing
Resonance of History: Dual Exhibition by Chen Linggang and Pang Yun,
Art+ Shanghai Gallery, Singapore

Between the Lines-Reading: Reading Chen Linggang and Liang Weiyuan,
Art + Shanghai Gallery, Shanghai

On the Paper: Chen Linggang’s Solo Exhibition,SiTouAiRanSe Gallery,

Heritage - Chen Linggang’s Solo Exhibition, Studio Rouge Gallery of
Art, Shanghai, China
History on the Paper —Chen Linggang 2009,798 Jindu Art Center, Beijing,

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

China Contemporary Young Artist Nomination Exhibition, Guangzhou
Multi-Dimension Il Second Contemporary Art Invitation Exhibition, Riverside Art
Museum, Beijing

Thunderbot! Surge Art Summer POP-UP, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing

Whiplash! Surge Art Celebrating Ten Years of Emerging Art, Red Gate

Out of the Box! Surge Art Group Exhibition, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing

Formosa Art Show 2015, Rhythm Gallery, Taipei

The Third V—Age Contemporary Art of Youth, Tree Museum, Beijing

Poly Ten Anniversary of Contemporary Art Fair, Beijing

Youth. A Passion To Be Homage, The Young Artist Exhibition, Beijing

Art Across the City, Guanxiang Art Gallery, Taipei

Red Hot, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing

On Paper - Supreme, Jiuceng Art Museum, Beijing, China

Beijing Mini Art, Jiuceng Art Museum, Beijing, China

SURGE Art Fair, Beijing

China Art Industry Expo, Beijing, China

Kingroad Gallery, London, UK

Spicy Asian Art Exhibition, HF Contemporary Art, Berlin, Germany

Affordable Art Beijing 2011, Beijing, China

100 Young Artist of Excellence, Xiaopu Art Museum, Beijing, China

Langham Gallery, Beijing, China

Maria Pestana Art Gallery, Madrid, Spain.

Artinnno Galleria, Singapore

Spirit-retaining & Orient — First Exhibition of Overseas Chinese Painters’
ks, Huangjueping Contemporary Art Gallery, Chongaging, China

Let's Play Together, Soul Collection Art, Beijing

The Fifth Cultural & Arts Festival of Songzhuang China, Songzhuang Artists
xhibition, Wansheng Art Center, Beijing, China

Span—Chinese Abstract Art Invitational Exhibition, 798 Jindu Art Center,

Galerie am Kreuzplatz, Erschwil, Switzerland

ART GALLERY, Geneva, Switzerland

Contemporary Abstract Art Exhibition, Duoshang Gallery, Beijing

Footprint - First Art Exhibition of National Defense Art Zone, Beijing, China
I-Love-Songzhuang, Roundness Art Community, Beijing, China

The Second China-Songzhuang Contemporary Artists Exhibitions, Beijing
Survival Scene, Sunshine International Museum, Beijing, China
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ART+ SHANGHAI GALLERY

REGARDING THE ARTIST
For sales inquiries:

[FETrEI I .
FLXTEARIER ﬁﬂﬁti@%—n T
ST 2t = contact@artplusshanghai.com
BRAZAR+ BB

For press inquiries:

RrEE:
gallery@artplusshanghai.com

Art+ Shanghai Gallery
ZAR+ LiSER

191 South Suzhou Road
Huangpu District, Shanghai

PE LBEBXREHMEE191S
200002 China

Tuesday — Sunday 10AM- 7PM
BZZAREFI0ORETF7A
0 artplusshanghai

T: +86 21 6333 7223 @ artplusshanghai_official

contact@artplusshanghal.com o @artplusshanahai
www.artplusshanghai.com =arplusshanghal
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https://www.facebook.com/artplusshanghai/?fref=ts&utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=Holiday_Wishes_from_Art+_Shanghai_Gallery_Team&utm_medium=email
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