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Art+ Shanghai Gallery is pleased to present “Wang Haichuan: Riffling Through History”, a solo
show of Wang Haichuan. Opening on June 5th, it will include 12 new canvas paintings as well as
his earlier sculpture series as a review and a re-organization of his general artistic style.
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About Exhibition

In his artistic practice, Wang Haichuan has developed a unique language to dismantle reality and
devise a new approach to understanding the world. In his painting and sculptural works, his eye for
pairing disparate elements for stunning effect belies a need for coherent narrative. Displaced from
their original contexts, the figures, shapes or pieces of old furniture remake themselves as something
beyond preconceived ideas of the boundaries of a respective medium. This manner of working has
allowed him to develop an aesthetic playing with both figurative and abstract techniques, eliciting an
organic response from viewers rather than dictating their impression. Including references that run
the gamut from daily life to architecture and the history of art, Wang skims history as he constructs
a new chronicle of the present. Just like collective memory, Wang’s artworks offer no definitive
testimony, merely a compilation of singular impressions to be considered as a whole.

Wang’s ongoing fascination with collective memory and the architecture of collectivism is rendered
most clearly in his works and programs engaging the Tong Yuan Ju (£8 7t /&) neighborhood in

Chongging beginning in 2009. Previously the site of copper manufactory workshops and related
dormitory-style housing units, what began as a plan to explore the architectural contours of the
community evolved into a series of works examining how urban forces rewire collective frameworks
into those of the individual. In a 2012 interview with Ni Kun, Wang explained how over time he has
begun to describe his role as that of “image collector” . This self-styled designation speaks to the
collage-like allure of his works and the way in which he is able to juxtapose divergent imagery in a
manner entirely his own.

Wang Haichuan’s background in architecture and landscape design is a constant presence in his
work. Although it manifests distinctly in his sculptural methodology, it is keenly visible in his paintings.
His conception of space is revealed both in the architectural references he makes as well as the lack
of perspective or physical structuring in his works on canvas. The six paintings named with
“Modernism” and then subsequently numbered feature a cacophony of imagery and colors, making
far-reaching references never repeated or fully demystified. A landscape, an emu, a modernist
building, and a partially rendered figure all blend into one dimension across the canvas’s surface.
There is no rhyme or reason to the proportional size or positioning of each reference, only their
existence together in the artist’s imagination.
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AR EN 1 Modernism 1 IR E X 3 Modernism 3
WERSE Acrylic on Canvas AERS Acrylic on Canvas
130 x 60 cm 130 x 60 cm
2021 2021

Not merely decorative, his sculptural works repurpose fragments of furniture, giving the pieces new
life as part of a functional object. The wood cast out from the Soviet-style buildings in Tong Yuan Ju
has the opportunity to house living things once more as Birdcage #3 and Birdcage #5. The stark
lines and configurations of all Wang’s practices mimic the Constructivist and Geometricist
movements from which he draws inspiration. These three-dimensional works are made all the more
poignant as the artist extracted from communal windows, doors and furniture to construct
commodities for individual use, exploring the decentralization of labor production and reorganization
of urban centers.

5%#3 Birdcage #3

#i& R E Renewed Vintage Furnitures

140 x 54 x 51 cm
2017
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About Artist
Wang Haichuan (£7#8)JI]) was born in 1968 in Jilin Province, China and currently lives and works in

Chongging. He graduated from the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, with a major in Oil Painting. He used
to work in the field of architecture and landscape for many years and is widely recognized as a visual
artist.

His recent solo exhibitions are “Collage” Wushan Art, Chongging (2021); “Remainder” ArtDepot
Center, Beijing (2019); “Her Universe” 23rd China International Furniture Expo, Shanghai (2017);
“The Fortuitous Encounter Of A Sewing Machine And An Umbrella On A Dissecting table” Art+
Shanghai Gallery, Shanghai (2017); “Tongyuanju 7 DAYS” Organhaus Art Space, Chongging
(2012).

Wang Haichuan’s art also was included in “Hotel Asia Project 2021: The Happiest Place On Earth”
Contemporary Art Museum, Kumamoto, Japan (2021); “To Be Without A Goal” HALLE 6, Munich,
Germany (2019); “Why Not Ask Again" 11th Shanghai Biennale, Power Station of Art, Shanghai
(2017); “Realistic Embarrassment” Kulturamt der Landeshauptstadt Dusseldorf, Duisseldorf,
Germany (2017); “Silk Road International” Art Museum of Nanjing University of the Arts, Nanjing
(2016); “Export Painting” Guangdong Times Museum, Guangzhou (2015), and so on.

About Writer

Leigh Tanner is the Founder of Museum 2050 and formerly was Deputy Director of Yuz Foundation.
She previously worked in the Research and Exhibitions Departments of the Shanghai Project, an
interdisciplinary ideas platform launched in 2016 at the Shanghai Himalayas Museum. Her time at
the Shanghai Project as well as earlier experiences in the curatorial departments of the International
Center of Photography and the Museum of Modern Art, New York, have led to her believe
passionately in the importance of institutions and the potential for their innovation, most especially
in the context of China. She completed her BA in Art History from Stanford University and MA in
Critical and Curatorial Studies from Columbia University.

About Art+ Shanghai Gallery

Founded in October 2007 and located along the Suzhou River within walking distance to Shanghai's
famous Bund area, Art+ Shanghai Gallery is a dynamic art space dedicated to the exhibition,
promotion, and development of Chinese contemporary art. Art+ Shanghai Gallery showcases a
range of established and emerging contemporary artists from China, stimulating and celebrating the
diversity of the sprawling contemporary art scene. In addition to holding group and solo exhibitions,
Art+ Shanghai Gallery offers art consultation services, hosts cultural events, and participates in
international art fairs.
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ZARAE Art and Life

HE A Acrylic on Canvas

100 x 200 cm
2021
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B4R #13 Collage #13

IBIT]J&E R & Wooden Parts from Vintage Window and Door Frames

60 x80x 13cm
2019
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