Zhang Wen &k [g]

ARTIST PORTFOLIO £ AR &4/t




CONTENT B 3%

\\\\\

&

Dragon Dance 1t %%, Ink on linen paper 45Zx7K2&, 100 x 100 cm, 2017

ATt I OTUCHON 7R B BT T ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt 3
SElECEA WWOTKS BB a3 ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt 4
LateSt WOTKS TR ZR T ..o ettt ettt 10
Undercurrent Strength - Liu Qinghe on Zhang Wen’s Paintings B& AR 182 — BHSEK E A E . ...c.ocoveeveeeeee, 15
CUIMTICUIUM VLA B TT... vt evte ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt et et e et e et e et e ete et e et e eaeeraeareeae e 17

Gallery CoNtacts BRZRMBIER ......coveiveveireeeeiee ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et et e et e et ettt et e r et e ettt ettt 20



ARTIST INTRODUCTION Z 7R 3% i&j 91

Zhang Wen (5K[E)), born in 1988 in Henan
province, she graduated with a Bachelor’s
degree in Chinese Ink from the Central Academy
of Fine Arts in 2012. After completing one year
foreign residency program in the United States,
she moved on to her post-graduate studies at
the Central Academy of Fine Arts at the
Department of Chinese Ink under the supervision
of Liu Qing He.

Zhang Wen’s works are filled with the nostalgia,
experiences and revelations inherent in growing
up, and it is almost as if through her art she can
hold off that moment when the innocence of
childhood is broken by the realities of adulthood.

Zhang Wen’s brushstrokes are simple and
forthright, a style that amplifies her narrative
about childhood innocence. Her use of color,
tonal variation and color saturation is
reminiscent of traditional Chinese ink, and her
exceptional composition and perspective reveals
an uncommon intelligence. Her art has the
distinctive feel of Chinese ink, yet at the same Daily Life 13 B'# 13, Ink on rice paper KAk &,
time is distinctive with her own intimately 57, 3550m. 2077

personal and experimental language. o B

Wen’s works were awarded and collected by the
the Central Academy of Fine Arts in 2009, 2011
and 2014.
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Daily Life 17 BE 17, Ink on rice paper 477K &,
38 x 51cm, 2017 (detail FER)



SELECTED WORKS Z[ 4> 1E &

All the Flowers in Your Eyes ¥X{EEZRR, Ink on rice paper
AR R, 45cmx37.5cm, 2015
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Headling up to the Mountain AL, Ink on rice paper 4X7A7KE ,
71cmxb54cm, 20156

Zhang Wen’s childlike ink works on paper present the
visual world as the world of illusion. Presenting the
figures as the center of the world, the artist tends to
reveal the possibilities of the surrounding space to the
viewer who might not be aware of it. By blurring the
horizon, Zhang Wen unveils more personal, inner
world of the individual with no boundaries limiting their
imagination.

Dream B2, Ink on rice paper XZA7K &, 45cmx37.5¢cm,
2015
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SELECTED WORKS - CELEBRATION SERIES Z} 43 {E G- YR B2 R 5]

Worshiping the cranes F£%5, Ink on linen paper, 100 x 100 cm, 2017

The “Celebration” series is centered around a
ceremony, divination, sacrificial practices, and
even reunions. A great variety of rare exotic
treasures and legendary animals can be found
in addition to pure Chinese elements. This
brings viewers back to an era before modern
science. During original worship ceremonies,
people believed in animism and the unity
between Heaven and humankind. This then
presents us with deeply profound mysteries
and intriguing elegance: What are these
figures looking at? Where is that person going
while on that crane? Why do they perform lion
dances? Why are they holding flags? When |
am entranced with joy while observing these
paintings, a pleasing feeling of relaxation often

washes over me, and this is joined with
inexplicable surges of tension and utter
excitement.
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SELECTED WORKS - CELEBRATION SERIES Z} 43 {E G- YR B2 R 5]

Worshiping the Sky ¥LX, Ink on linen paper 4XZ<7K£&, 100 x 100 crm, 2017




SELECTED WORKS - CELEBRATION SERIES Z[ 43 1E G- B2 Z 5|

Dancing to the Sky X%E, Ink on rice paper QEE$7J<% Lifting the Sky 559% Ink on rice paper 2EE¢7J<%
183 x 99 cm, 2017 183 x 99 cm, 2017
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New Trip VYA7T, Ink on linen paper 4X7<7K &, 125 x 300 cm, 2017




LATEST WORKS - #i{Em Z 71

Ripples over Willow’s Cranes Hl3& , Ink on rice paper 477K £&, 29 x 40.5 cm, 2018

Swaying Willows, Turquoise Breeze B & MIXAT Ink on rice paper 4XZ<7K &, 33 x 53 cm, 2018




LATEST WORKS - ¥ {Efm 2 5

Advancing Procession BIFTHIBAE, Ink on rice paper #XZx7K 2, 49.5 x 69.5 cm, 2017

With traditional Chinese painting, themes never stand out and must obey a certain set of rules.
Mountains, lakes, and the moon are just a few of the many repeated motifs found across the genre,
but they all shine with new enchantment with each individual artist’s creation. This is similar to how
poets personally construct words and lines in their own unique ways to form lyrical odes and
melodious verses. Zhang’s take on this brings viewers a sight of cranes reminiscent of those from
Emperor Huizong of Song together with what seems to be the Jing Nong style of sandbank. It is along
such a place that one or two tiny human figures can be seen wandering.
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LATEST WORKS - #i{Em Z 71

Watching the Mountains &L BTME Summiting the Peak
Ink on rice paper #XAs7K & , 35 x 33 cm, 2018 Ink of rice paper 4X7A<7K &, 50 x 50 cm, 2018

The Scene of Solitude Jhg%
Ink on rice paper #XAx 7k &
23x 31 cm, 2018
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LATEST WORKS - #i{Em Z 71

Willow Swing 11T &
Ink on rice paper ZRANIK 28,
33 x 563 cm, 2018

Worshipping Water FE7K &,
Ink on rice paper ZRA7K 28,
33 x 65 cm, 2018
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Solid Contemplation 82, Ink on rice paper #X7~7KX &, 33 x 43 cm, 2018

Zhang became a student of Liu Qinghe, whose ink figure paintings are remarkable in the artistic
history of contemporary Chinese ink paintings. Still, though, as part of the 80’s generation, her social
environment and system of knowledge differed significantly from that of her predecessors. Zhang
therefore developed a broad international horizon and a distinct understanding of Western and
Eastern systems. After some time, however, she ended up doubting and drifting away from her own
traditions, and she traveled to the US to search for answers. She eventually came back in the end to
settle in the richness of Chinese culture to continue her great pursuit, not as a compromise, but as a
process of narrating and remolding herself. For her, this is not a repeat, but a ceaseless pursuit of a
unique world that is portrayed by each and every true artist.
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Being asked the meaning of one’s work is the most
embarrassing. We are accustomed to putting effort
in making simple things complicated, into intricate
schemes and in giving them “meanings” from
beginning to end. When we are in a casual or a
weary state, some “meanings” always come to
remind us and that is because our minds have long
accepted “meanings” subconsciously, for only with
meanings can we deny mediocrity, only with
meanings is life positive.

Seeing the positive life from some side angles is like
seeing ourselves in several mirrors, realizing these in

front of us are not the positive images we usually
think of ourselves. Even the meaning of faces

becomes obscure, let alone positive lives. The moral

of an artwork with profound realistic historic
significance lies in its influence in our morality, its
amplified positivity in its preaching image. Bearing
the burden of lauding, inheriting and developing, it
does not even sound like a painting any more. Of
course, the preach of meaning sometimes ends up
in vain. The old master QI Baishi was quite bold in
this sense, for the flowers and grasses in his works
could not be put into the loop of meanings. Good
paintings are there to be viewed and it is useless no
matter how much footnotes are added. Therefore,
“meaning” has its own direction and needs not
bother to argue with those sentiment types like the
cute and flippant types. Since they can not
understand each other, simply understanding one’s
own pleasure will do.

Zhang Wen has by rights the ability and potential to
do more meaningful things. Seeing her most recent
works, | am kind of worried, for she seems to have
lost the interest in or gotten tired of controlling her
images. Under her brushes there is casualness
everywhere and sentiments as well. Long ago in her
art college graduate work The City, Zhang Wen has
showed her actual strength. She then had
constantly gained collections and awards. Talking
with her, | could sense persistence behind her
affirmative tones, hidden beneath her seemingly
delicate appearance. During these years, more
diligent than her peers, Zhang Wen has again took
one step ahead. Her gradual improvement in

UNDERCURRENT STRENGTH - ON ZHANG WEN’S PAINTINGS

Whispering Willows #JJR, Ink on rice paper 4k 7Z<7K 2&,
33 x 26cm, 2018

grasping painting, from portraying to expressing,
from reproducing to imaging, is impossible without
long-term willpower and several a-ha moments.
When everybody is praising Master Qi Baishi, let’s
not forget we have been running in the opposite
direction all this time. We know a lot of things better
than him but we are farther and farther away from
real emotional people. Zhang Wen does not intend
to answer the questions about meaning and is
therefore not “luckily visited” by meanings. Based
on her diligent attitude in learning and thinking, as
well as her sophisticated understanding, there will
be a new stage for her in the foreseeable future. She
knows that a touching work is different from a
surprising one. It is an undercurrent strength, silently
encircling and devouring. This kind of strength
cannot be obtained by flipping through several
reference books and Zhang Wen has this strength in
her.

Liu Qinghe, 2017
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Far-away Lands iZ3Z# 1L, Ink on rice paper #XZ</K&, 33 x 65 cm, 2018



CURRICULUM VITAE 75 A

1988
2013
2011-2012
2011

2017

2015

2018
2017

2016

2015

2014

Born in Zhengzhou, Henan province

MA in Chinese Painting, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing
Completed one-year foreign residency in the United States
BA in Chinese Ink, Central Academy of Fine Arts

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
Trilogy: The Other World of Zhang Wen, Art+ Shanghai Gallery, Shanghai
Mo Courtyard — Ink Exhibition, Wu Shi Space, Beijing

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

All Things Grow — Thinking and Living Together, Fuyuan Commune, Beijing

Xishuangbanna international art exhibition, Xishuangbanna National Museum,

Xishuangbanna, Yunnan

Vipassana - Post-80s Outstanding Chinese Painting Art Exhibition,

Grand Millennium Center for Contemporary Art

Luo Zhongli Scholarship Exhibition, Sichuan Fine Arts Institute Museum, Luo

Zhongli Art Museum

In Between Days VI: Group Exhibition from Gallery Collection, Art+ Shanghai Gallery,
Shanghai

The 2016 Beijing Youth Biennale, Today Art Museum, Beijing

Denominating Power & Game Art Festival, OCT Art & Design Gallery, Shenzhen

Whiplash!!! Reverberation of Light, Celebrating Ten Years of Emerging Art,
Hongmen Gallery, Beijing

Post-Graduate Exhibition, Central Academy of Fine Arts, CAFA Art Museum, China
Hong Kong Affordable Art Fair, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center,
Hong Kong

Ink Art in Change, Riverside Art Museum, Beijing

The 80s, Chinese Contemporary Artist Nomination Exhibition, CPPCC Culture and
History Museum, Beijing

CAFA Chinese Ink Department Post-Graduate Students Work Exhibition, Beijing
International Exhibition Center, Beijing

Coexistence: The Fourth Central Academy of Fine Arts Postgraduates' Art Works
Exhibition, Yan Huang Art Museum, Beijing

Ink — Chinese Contemporary Ink Artists Exhibition, ION Art Gallery, Singapore

Ink Field - Contemporary Chinese Ink Painting by Outstanding PostGraduates,

Da Yun Tang Art Museum, Beijing

Singapore Affordable Art Fair, Singapore F1 Racetrack VIP Hall, Singapore

Poly Cup Ink Grand Prix Exhibition, 798 Yidian Art Space, Beijing

Resonance, The Third Central Academy of Fine Arts Postgraduates' Works
Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing

Youth Ambition - The First Beijing Young Artists's Carnival Art Exhibition,

Today Art Museum, China Gallery of Art, Beijing

The 12th National Art Exhibition, Hebei Museum, Shi Jiazhuang

Hedge- Making Dopamine, National Art Museum, Beijing; Hebei Cangzhou Art
Museum, Cangzhou

The Realm of Advaita Annual Nomination Exhibition for Students of Contemporary
Art Academies, Today Art Museum, Beijing

Experimental Field: The Second Central Academy of Fine Arts Postgraduates' Art
Works Exhibition, Yuan Dian Art Gallery, Beijing
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CURRICULUM VITAE {47 (cont.)

2011-2012

2011

2016

2015
2014

2011

2009

A Start of a Long Journey, CAFA Excellent Graduates' Works Touring Museums of
Eight China Art Academies

A Start of a Long Journey: China Central Academy of Fine Arts Outstanding
Graduates' Exhibition, China Central Academy of Fine Arts Art Museum, Beijing

AWARDS
Beijing Youth Art Biennale Third Prize
Outstanding Beijing Graduates
China Central Academy of Fine Arts Outstanding Graduate
Outstanding Postgraduate Artwork for the work "World" , Central Academy of Fine
Arts, CAFA Arts Museum, Beijing
Postgraduate National Scholarship, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing
The First China Poly Cup Ink Grand Prix, First Prize
Youth Will-The First Young Artist Art Festival, Winner of the Outstanding Artworks
Awards, Today Art Museum, Beijing
Footprints - Youth, Third Prize, China Central Academy of Fine Arts
«That City» received an Outstanding Graduate Artwork Award by Central
Academy of Fine Arts; collected by CAFA Art Museum, Beijing
Ye Xian Yu Sketching Scholarship, China Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing
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1988
2016
2011-2012
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2018
2017

2016

2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2015
2015
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2015
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2015
2015
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2014
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2014
2014
2014
2011-2012
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2015
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
REGARDING THE ARTIST
PLEASE CONTACT ART+ SHANGHAI GALLERY

BEZXTZARRER
BERZAR + LiBE R

Art+ Shanghai Gallery
ZAR+ LiEE

191 South Suzhou Road
Huangpu District, Shanghai
HEEERAXEHMNEI191S
200002 China

Tuesday — Sunday 10AM- 7PM
BAZZRRXREFIORETF7TR

T: +86 21 6333 7223
contact@artplusshanghai.com
www.artplusshanghai.com

ART+
SHANGHAI GALLERY

For sales inquiries:
MFEME
inquiries@artplusshanghai.com

For press inquiries:
RFERE:
gallery@artplusshanghai.com

@ -rtplusshanghai
artplusshanghai_official
o @artplusshanghai
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