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8 Immortals: New Works by Tamen+

Tamen+, Eight Immortals Crossing the Sea /\{lLid /& Acrylic on canvas i E A% 120x150cm 2018

Exhibition Duration: March 18"to April 22" 2018
Artist: Tamen + (Lai Shengyu and Yang Xiaogang)

About the Exhibition:

Art+ Shanghai Gallery is excited to announce that the artist collective Tamen+ is coming
back to the gallery with the new series of works for their solo exhibition 8 Immortals. The
exhibition teases the complexities of Tamen+’s new multilayered pictorial reality,
examines the depths attainable by an inquisitive mind, and hints at themes that resonate
in our patchwork, disordered modernity.

The title of the exhibition 8 Immortals is drawn from Chinese folklore, referring to the many
legends surrounding the eight deities that abound in China's mythscape. Particular
inspiration is drawn from The Eight Immortals Cross the Sea (J\iliid#F ba xian gud hai), a
seminal literary work by Wu Yuantai, which brings all of the characters together on an
expedition to a wondrous but fraught submarine world. Unable to ride a cloud, the usual



. ART+
press contact: gallery@artplusshanghai.com | SHANGHAT GALLERY

+86 21 6333 7223
tue —sun | 10am — 7pm A=FAAB , LF 10 RETF 7R www.artplusshanghai.com

means of celestial transportation, and pitched against a malicious sea king, the Immortals
have no choice but to muster their wits and marshal their unique powers on a perilous
odyssey.

The new works of Tamen+, collaboratively created by Lai Shengyu and Yang Xiaogang,
evince a remarkably distinguishable style of artistic expression. In subject matter, their
frank and ironically tinged observations on contemporaneity are accompanied by the
artists' unique take on self-expression, identity and the human psyche in a confused and
globalized world.

Tamen+’'s new works in this exhibition are equipped with a striking array of clever
compositional devices, symbolic references and visual metaphors, encouraging us to see
more than ordinary paintings telling ordinary stories, pushing our mind and
consciousness to go beyond the sensus literalis. Grappling with the hints left by the
artists, engaging with their symbolism and subtexts, elevates both the paintings, and
ourselves.

Tamen+’s realistic portrayals of surrealistic scenarios, unexpected juxtapositions, and
irrational imagery provoke a long-lasting impression. Having an extraordinary knack for
capturing a viewer’'s attention and inspiring inner dialogues, Tamen+’s carefully
engineered paintings have their way with our consciousness, making us feel
simultaneously erudite, silly, sophisticated, bemused and ultimately, like passengers in
the boat.

About Tamen+

Tamen+ is an artist collective formed in 2003 by artists Lai Shengyu and Yang Xiaogang, who
were born in China’s Hunan Province in 1978 and 1979, respectively. Both received post-
graduate degrees from the Central Academy of Fine Arts in the Department of Printmaking
and are currently based in Beijing working at Beihang University (BUAA) in the Department of
New Media Art. The duo has traveled widely and rejects contemporary society’s infatuation
with the individual by seamlessly collaborating on and co-painting each work. They have
gained acclaim in China and abroad for their Same Room series of paintings, and have since
shifted towards exterior scenes in natural landscapes, displaying Western-style painting
techniques and thought-provoking conceptualizations.

Lai Shengyu and Yang Xiaogang’s collaborations are part of the new trend of Chinese
contemporary art where thought exercises are staged on canvas. Tamen+ has held
numerous solo exhibitions in Beijing, New York, Seoul, and the Netherlands, and has
participated in a range of art fairs including Art Central Hong Kong, Art Cologne, Art Beijing,
Art Dubai, Art HK, SH Contemporary, and the New York Asian Contemporary Art Fair. The
collective has been featured in publications such as Young Chinese Artists: The Next
Generation, and their work can be found in the collections of the Eskenazi Collection of
Chinese Art (London), Central Academy of Fine Arts Museum (Beijing), Guangdong Museum
of Art (Guangzhou), White Rabbit Collection (Sydney), and Essl Museum (Vienna).

In addition, major solo exhibitions include Mobile Theatre (2018, Yang Gallery, Singapore),
One World, One Dream (2017, Rong Bao Zhai Hong Kong Exhibition Space, Hong Kong),
Floating World (2016, Yang Gallery, 798, Beijing), Outside Within: New Works by Tamen
(2014, Art+ Shanghai Gallery, Shanghai), Forget Themselves (2013, Hunan Museum of Art,
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Changsha), Past and Present (2011, Beyond Art Space, Beijing), and The Lost Heaven
(2009, Hunan Museum of Art, Changsha), and notable group exhibitions include Remote
Streams and Mountains (2013, Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Japan, and Arts Santa Monica,
Barcelona), Chengdu Biennale (2011, Chengdu Museum of Art, Chengdu), and Pure Views:
New Painting from China (2011, Asian Art Museum, San Francisco).

About Art+ Shanghai Gallery

Founded in October 2007 and located along the Suzhou River within walking distance to
Shanghai's famous Bund area, Art+ Shanghai Gallery is a dynamic art space dedicated to
the exhibition, promotion, and development of Chinese contemporary art. Art+ Shanghai
Gallery showcases a range of established and emerging contemporary artists from within
China and abroad, stimulating and celebrating the diversity of the sprawling contemporary art
scene. In addition to holding group and solo exhibitions, Art+ Shanghai Gallery offers art
consultation services, hosts cultural events, and participates in international art fairs.
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